little worth; but it did not prove that the whole district up to the Dniester wns equally valueless.
We have proof of 1'ilt's anxiety to probe this question thoroughly. In iho I'itt MSS. is a.long memorandum which aims at showing; that the growth of Russia's power and trade in the Ualtic was to our advantage, as she supplied us with much needed naval stores, through n sen over which we could exercise some measure of control. But her progress to the lilack Sea and the Mediterranean was greatly to he deprecated; for she would then furnish those .stores to our rivals, France and Spain, through port* which were uuvci* blocked by ice. Further, if she gained the Oc/.akoff district, she could .shut out the trade of the Poles from the HInck Son, while extending her own markets through the Levant and the Mediterranean, to our detriment. The prospects of her gaining Constantinople nrcalso dwelt upon; and the conclusion of tho nnonymous writer is that we ought at all costs Ui hiuder her southward march, even while we hailed her as a friend in the Ualtic.1 Doubts of various kinds also beset the mlml of the T)ukcs of I^eds. Ou nth March he wrote thus to Auckland:
. . . The present Hiliifiliun of n flairs is, I confess, by no means pleasant, anil perhaps, all tiling considered, the most perplexing point is to extricate ourselves  from the: risk of a wtir, salvo honore.  We arc in my opinion HO far <:omn%ilU:d us in render this, however desirable, extremely diffirull, if not minrnclirahle.  [I To then stales thai the successes of the KuHtiiann maku it cllflicuill now lo insist on the absolute s/atus quot of which he had never wholly approved.] Yet in my mind [ho continues] it, behoves us (conaUlcrinR the purl we have so decidedly, tho' perhaps not vary wiHaly, taken,) moro limn ever to abide by our former clcter-mintuicm, oc Ihu Kmpreaa'a niubilion will bo gratified, nol only at ihe uxpcnao of iho Turkish territory, but of tho reputation of this Govern-moul.  So much for lUts ennnnamcnls (llmnks lo Prussia) we have entered into.   I will now lu-fc lo call your Lordship's attention to the extent of Iho KuwriftU c(nuiiu;«lH, which I think deserving the most serious atlcn-llun on our part,   (>c/.nkuw and il» district, it seems is (or at least was) Ml the ICrnprcas \\\ \\<i\ nujderaliotx will insist on keeping.  Tim district by ilic liyc (according lo Woron/.ow's language, as well ns my own suspicion) includes Ihti whole tracl of counliy from the Uog [sic] lo the Oniuaier.   However  barren the soil may be, the command of the latter river, ita emixwchitt-* being id the mercy of Russia, will operate a con-
1 Till MSS., 337.eceived on 191)1 March).nd wriny Orftovn from tho Turks ("Mcins. of Sir K. M. Koilli," h, 3(15r- iltt- ftitl j.j,^,, .-L. E> je;.,J pride rcfu^e^ 1411 "(41 unit Tlir i«mi>6i|tti*nt e i» c^nlrn! \\r i, »&r t,,,, for llic miiniK0 at N«nnk4 |«.) t annul let* A %uhjm i n) t^^ I.^.KEU t lite ttntrit nf itie Kintttit-Ki AW\ your nwn *ri»*t^iii esr»t( ^....4 s,p3u5str a
